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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

March 31, 2005

Website Celebrating Pro Bono Architecture Launched

New York, NY—Public Architecture, a San Francisco-based nonprofit organization, announced today the launch of its 1% Solution program and website, www.theonepercent.org.  The announcement was made during an evening reception at the Center for Architecture in New York, held in conjunction with the Association for Community Design (ACD) Annual Conference. 

Supported by a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and inspired by efforts in the legal and medical professions, the 1% Solution challenges architecture firms to pledge one percent of their billable hours to the public good through pro bono or public interest work.

“As a firm owner, it always amazed me that there weren’t more resources recognizing or supporting pro bono work,” remarks John Peterson, principal of Peterson Architects and founder of Public Architecture.  “While many architects are generous with their time, the profession as a whole has never encouraged pro bono service or recognized it as an integral component of a healthy business model.”
According to Peterson, the initial response to the 1% Solution by architecture professionals has been overwhelmingly positive. Within hours of its launch, the website listed a sampling of firms from across the country that had pledged more than 1,800 hours.  “This is a program that has special appeal for small- to mid-size firms, like my own, but we spoke today with two of the largest firms in the country,” he said. 
With the cooperation of architecture professionals and firms nationwide, the goal of the 1% Solution is to direct one percent of all working hours to matters of public interest through pro bono work. Based on a 40-hour workweek, one percent represents a modest 20 hours a year per person. If all 240,000 architecture professionals in the U.S. were to sign on, the collective resources would be the equivalent of a 2,500-person firm (the largest in the world) contributing an estimated 5,000,000 hours annually—all working full-time for the public good.

One of the first projects featured on the 1% Solution website is an office relocation and renovation for the nonprofit organization, Hands On Atlanta, done—pro bono—by the firm Jova/Daniels/Busby.  The nonprofit was given four months by their previous landlord to find a new home, and in short time, found a “character-rich” fish distribution facility, according to Roy Abernathy, AIA, president of Jova/Daniels/Busby.
“Call it chic-on-the-cheap. Our low-impact comprehensive plan takes advantage of the idiosyncrasies and unusual character of the building to underscore the enthusiasm and fundamentally grassroots nature of the organization,” said Abernathy. In addition to reorganizing office space, Jova/Daniels/Busby creatively installed high-efficiency light fixtures and made use of “gently worn” carpet and furniture donated by IBM and Accenture to save on costs.
“Building on the successes of local projects such as the Hands On Atlanta relocation, the 1% Solution hopes to create a more pronounced culture of pro bono service in the architecture profession,” Peterson said.   “The legal profession has been doing this for over three decades.  Most architects have as well; we just haven’t leveraged any real recognition or support for our efforts.  We are aware of just two local efforts, those being the commendable work of the Community Design Collaborative of Philadelphia or the Robin Hood Foundation of New York’s ‘L!brary Initiative.’  Through the 1% Solution, we hope to change that.”

Ted Landsmark, PhD, Esq., president & CEO of the Boston Architectural Center and a member of Public Architecture’s board of directors, adds, “The legal profession truly has distinguished itself through a systematic approach to pro bono work. These efforts are supported by a cadre of public interest attorneys, as well as numerous pro bono groups that cater to all levels of the profession. All of these groups maintain a robust and inter-connected web presence, which inspired the 1% Solution’s web-based approach.”
Phase One of the 1% Solution, now underway, will establish a baseline for existing pro bono and public interest efforts in the architecture profession, with an ultimate goal of increasing the quality and quantity of that work. Phase Two, to launch later this year, will establish an online forum to match worthy clients with willing architecture firms.  

Both phases will guide the development of resources for mainstream design professionals at all firm levels to more strategically pursue, execute, and gain recognition for pro bono and public interest work. At the same time, nonprofit organizations, communities-in-need, and other appropriate clients will benefit from comparable resources, developed to inform them of the expectations and processes involved in engaging architects on a pro bono basis.
Visit www.theonepercent.org for more information about the 1% Solution program.
About Public Architecture

Public Architecture identifies practical problems of human interaction in the built environment and acts as a catalyst for public discourse through education, advocacy, and the design of public spaces and amenities. Rather than waiting for commissions, Public Architecture proactively takes a leadership role by identifying significant problems of broad relevance that require innovative research and design.  These projects address needs and desires that are palpable, if poorly defined, in circumstances where both clients and financing must be imagined, sought, and secured in new ways.  Through the 1% Solution, Public Architecture is encouraging architecture firms nationwide to formalize their commitment to the public good.  Visit www.publicarchitecture.org for more information.
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